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Stories from the Field
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This Session

• What data is needed to produce an effective report
• Helpful steps, processes, and systems in producing reports
• Graphic tips in creating engaging reports
• Effects of sharing data to stakeholders
• Get some new insights, strategies, and inspiration for your own reporting 

efforts for your CDFI!
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What Data is Needed for Effective Reporting?
• Ask yourself:
• Who is the audience for the report? 
• What is the goal of the report? What is its purpose?
• How will you use the data to tell your story? 
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Native CDFI Case Studies
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Data Visualization & Graphic Tips
infographic vs narrative

infographic narrative hybrid
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Data Visualization & Graphic Tips
the big picture & theme

flow balance color theme font set

• Think about how the 
audience will read it 
and what draws their 
attention

• Think about what 
data sets should flow 
into each other (e.g. 
all demographics on 
1 page, all info about 
loans in one section 
and TA in a separate 
section)

• Don’t cram too much 
on one page

• Balance of fonts and 
colors used

• Balance of using 
punch numbers, 
bullet points, charts, 
and images

• Balance of types of 
charts (pie, column, 
stacked, etc.)

• Use your 
organization’s color 
scheme

• Google color 
schemes and color 
pallets 

• 4 colors is the sweet 
spot

• Use the same size of  
font for the same text 
types (e.g. all 
headers should be 
the same size font)

• You can download 
cool fonts for free!

• 2-3 fonts is the sweet 
spot
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Data Visualization & Graphic Tips
data visualization
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Data Visualization & Graphic Tips
getting started

• PowerPoint – most of us have it, and it’s easy to create graphic 
reports
• Canva – free version and easy to use
• Mimicking – Find graphic reports you like and try to recreate 

them
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Data Visualization & Graphic Tips
share it!

• PDF it – best way to share
• Create a hyperlink for the PDF on your website
• Create images of it to capture certain sections/highlights 
• If you’re like Angie, you can bring copies of it with you 

everywhere
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QUESTIONS?
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