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Ten Years Investing in Native Communitites



“Our dream is that all Native people have access to equitable capital and economic 

Ten Years Investing i

Core Funding Awardees
Alaska Growth Capital BIDCO, INC

First Nations Oweesta Corporation
Hopi Credit Association

Th e Lakota Fund

Total NACA Funding since 2005
$115,365,484.00

Annually the CDFI Fund provides Financial Assistance [FA]
and Technical Assistance [TA] awards to Native CDFIs
through the NACA Program. Th e United States Congress
provides funding through annual appropriation, and
the NACA Program distributes
these funds through a 
competitive process that spans
several months. Since its birth
in 2001, the NACA Program
has awarded more than
100 Million dollars to 
certifi ed NCDFIs.

Honoring Industry Leaders
                    Every year at the annual OFN Conference
                                     First Nations Oweesta honors our 
                                          industry leaders through the
                                           “Circle of Honor” and the
                                           “Visionary Leader” awards.
                                              Th ese awards represent
                                               exemplary leadership
                                               and progress towards
                                              our mission of ending
                                             fi nancial and economic
                                                   inequality in  
                                       Native American Communities. 

opportunities that foster healthy, sustainable and culturally vibrant communities.”

Financial Education and Asset Building
Building Native Communities 4th Edition

n Native Communities

First Nations Oweesta Corporation was 
created 15 years ago to address the lack of capital and 
fi nancial infrastructure holding back economic 
development in Native communities.  Oweesta is the only 
existing Native CDFI intermediary off ering fi nancial
products and development services exclusively to 
Native CDFIs and Native communities. Specifi cally, Oweesta provides 
training, technical assistance, investments, research 
and policy advocacy to help Native communities 
develop an integrated range of 
asset-building productsand services,
including fi nancial education 
and fi nancial products.



Board of Directors

Michael Roberts | Tlingit
CHAIR

Marguerite Smith | Shinnecock
VICE CHAIR

Shyla Grace Sheppard | Mandan/Hidatsa
SECRETARY                  

Donald Sampson | Confederated Tribes
TREASURER            of the Umatilla 
                              Indian Reservation

B. Th omas Vigil | Jicarilla Apache/
                            Jemez Pueblo

Chandra Hampson | Winnebago Tribe
                                 of Nebraska/
                                 White Earth Chippewa

Susan Jenkins | Choctaw

Benny Shendo Jr. | Jemez Pueblo

Gelvin Stevenson | Cherokee
                             

“To provide opportunities for 
Native people to develop fi nancial 

assets and create wealth by 
assisting in the establishment of 

strong, permanent institutions 
and programs contributing to 
economic independence and 

stregthening sovereignty for all 
Native Communities.”

A. David Lester
Muscogee Creek
BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS

Siobhan Oppenheimer-Nicolau
BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS

In Memoriam

TEL 303.774.8838
FAX 303.774.7841
info@oweesta.org

2432 Main Street, 1st Floor | Longmont, CO 80501

www.oweesta.org


